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Alums return to their roots
By SARAH HOOD
diversions@chherald.com

Despite the rocky football
season, campus will be crowded
this weekend.
About 20,000 alumni will
attend Homecoming, said Ginny
Hensley, the director of alumni
programming, Homecoming cochair and a 1997 graduate.
Hensley works in the alumni
relations office, which has planned
10 to 12 alumni events this week.
The events kicked off yesterday
with the Chili and Cheese
Luncheon, Hensley said.
Today, the Hall of Distinguished
Alumni will induct three people.
They are Romeo Crennel,
the former head coach of the
Cleveland Browns, the late Dr.
Daniel McIlvoy, a Bowling Green
pediatrician and doctor during the

Vietnam War, and Leon Page, an
entrepreneur and philanthropist.
“This is the greatest honor that
can be bestowed upon an alumni,”
Hensley said.
The alumni association will also
tailgate on South Lawn, Hensley
said. The tent is open to all alumni.
There are more than 20 other
alumni events hosted by different
organizations, Hensley said.
So many, in fact, that the alumni
relations office had trouble securing
hotel rooms for alumni.
“Nearly all the hotels are full in
Bowling Green,” Hensley said.
Mary Jo Phillips, the daughter of
former basketball coach E.A. Diddle,
is one of the many returning alumni.
A 1953 graduate, Philips lives in
Nashville and said she remembers
the Homecoming bonfire.
She said it took place close to
where Pearce-Ford Tower now

stands.
“They just had cheers and a
huge fire,” she said. “They would
work on it forever and ever.”
She and her husband, 1954
graduate Jim Phillips, come back
to visit old friends.
“It’s just something we do and
we’ll continue doing,” Mary Jo
Phillips said. “We get to see a lot of
old ball players and hear their stories,
which get larger every year.”
Local alumni are also involved.
Ann-Marie Blythe, a 1995
graduate who lives in Bowling
Green, will be in the legacy march
during the parade with her sons,
5-year-old triplets Austin, Connor
and Dalton and 4-year-old Evan. All
of her children also participate in the
Growing Up Red Legacy Program.
The program, which is open to
children of alumni, allows them to
participate in special events such

RYAN STONE/HERALD

Ann-Marie Blythe picks up her son Austin Blythe, 4, while playing on the lawn
with her other son Connor Blythe, 5. Anne-Marie Blythe and her husband, Alan,
have four sons, including triplets. The children participate in the Growing Up
Red Legacy Program. Growing up Red is a program to introduce children to
Western.

as the parade and receive birthday
gifts.
Blythe also said her children
have seen Big Red so much that
Big Red often recognizes them.
Blythe said this is her third year

attending. Though she didn’t come
back before she had children, she
wants them to know she enjoyed
her time at Western.
“I’ve always loved it — it’s in
my blood,” she said.
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BY THE NUMBERS

150
Approximate
number of tables
set up

1,500
Approximate
number of chairs
set up

2,000
Approximate
number of trash
bags placed in bins

85,000
Approximate
number of invites
sent out to alumni
JESSICA EBELHAR/HERALD

David Kintyhtt, an employee of Bowling Green Tent Rental, drives in a stake on DUC South Lawn while putting up a tent on Tuesday. At least a dozen tents have
popped up on campus in preparation for Homecoming.

Sources: Ginny Hensley, director of alumni
programming for the Alumni Association
and Jeff Younglove, director of campus and
community events

Staff works extra to prepare for Homecoming
By SPENCER JENKINS
news@chherald.com

People from all over the country
come back every year to visit their alma
mater and celebrate Homecoming.
Western officials have been
setting up tents, tables, chairs and
more this week to prepare for all
those people.
Ginny Hensley, director of
alumni programming for the Alumni
Association, said Homecoming is
one of the busiest times of the year
at Western.

Though commencement is
busy, many more people attend
Homecoming, she said.
Some of the planning for
Homecoming is easier because
it’s fun, and everyone wants to be
involved, Hensley said.
She said staff members plan
Homecoming events six months in
advance and start promoting them.
They started planning this year’s
Homecoming in January by setting
the theme, reserving locations
for events, planning activities
and planning around the football

schedule, she said.
The theme is decided by a
committee made of 25 people from
different departments, she said.
They look at other schools’
themes and think of their own ideas
to vote on.
After the vote, President Gary
Ransdell makes the final decision.
Marketing for Homecoming
consists of mailings, radio
announcements and interviews and
invites sent out with the “WKU
Spirit” magazine, she said.
Jeff Younglove, director of

campus and community events,
said the first thing to go up for
Homecoming was the tents.
“The biggest challenge during
homecoming is South Lawn,” he said.
“Not everyone can be on South Lawn,
but the student groups are first.”
People
don’t
see
most
Homecoming activity until the end
of the week, Younglove said.
“So people won’t see much of
a difference on campus until then,”
he said.
Charley Pride, director of Student
Activities and Organizations, said

Homecoming and the first two
weeks of school are comparable in
event planning, but they both have
their perks.
Pride said he helps on the student
side of events by getting people to
participate in events such as Big
Red’s Roar and the Homecoming
parade.
“Homecoming, we know who
we are dealing with,” he said.
Even with all the planning, the
staff has to rely on good weather
to make a successful Homecoming
week, Younglove said.
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Some students abstain from Homecoming
By ZIRCONIA ALLEYNE
diversions@chherald.com

For many, college Homecoming
is highly anticipated. Spirited
fans look forward to the game,
the crowning of the queen, the
concerts and the after parties.
While many students are busy
stocking up on their tailgating
spreads
and
meticulously
coordinating their outfits, there
are some who find Homecoming
festivities trivial.
Radcliff graduate student
Darlisa McCray said she feels
that Homecoming isn’t the same
as it was in her undergraduate
days.
“It was exciting to plan what
you would wear months before
Homecoming,” McCray said.

She said she’s grown weary of
the Homecoming atmosphere.
“I’ve been participating every
year since 2001, so I think I’m
kind of burnt out,” she said. “My
friends won’t be here either.”
Some
students
consider
the economic recession when
deciding whether Homecoming
is worth their money.
“I am super anti-social,”
Hopkinsville sophomore Sloan
Burroughs said. “Homecomings
are just another way for this
school to suck our wallets dry.”
McCray said other things are
more important.
“I’m going to work,” McCray
said. “This is the first year I
didn’t even try to take off from
work.”
Some Homecoming activities

appeal the most to Greek
organizations, said Nancy Askew,
a member of Alpha Omicron Pi.
“I’m participating, but I think
it’s only because Homecoming is
strictly targeted toward Greeks,”
she said. “I am one, and I like it,
but I think the festivities should
be targeted toward the whole
campus.”
One popular Homecoming
event is the National PanHellenic Council Step Show
after the football game. This
year it’s themed “Western’s Best
Step Crew,” after the hit MTV
competition show “America’s
Best Dance Crew.”
“It was exciting to go see
your favorite fraternity or
sorority perform,” McCray said.
“Between 2001 and 2004, the

I am super anti-social. Homecomings
are just another way for this school to
suck our wallets dry.”
—SLOAN BURROUGHS
Hopkinsville sophomore

step show was creative, but now
it’s just not impressive.”
Some are also apathetic about
the concert sponsored by Campus
Activities Board featuring Keri
Hilson and Day 26.
“I won’t be here, but for the
record it’s because I don’t care

for Keri Hilson,” Nashville
sophomore Christopher Smith
said.
McCray has another opinion.
“I’m not really interested in
Day 26,” she said. “If it was just
Keri Hilson, I would probably
go.”
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Alumni like to revisit favorite BG spots
By KRISTEN SNYDER
news@chherald.com

Bowling Green becomes a home
for some students while they are at
Western.
Some alumni reminisced about
places they frequented as students.
■ Courtney Mims, a 2008 graduate who lives in Memphis, Tenn.,
said the Great American Doughnut Shop, at 901 U.S. 31W, is her
favorite place to visit when she
comes to Bowling Green.
While at Western, she frequented GADS during sleepless
nights, she said. There she and
her friends contemplated how
they could finance adventurous
road trips on the limited funds of
a college student.

Mims said she hasn’t forgotten
the GADS employees.
“I feel that they never sleep,”
she said. “There are always the
same people there, day or night.”
■ Elizabethtown resident Jennifer Underwood, who graduated in
1997, said Mariah’s, at 801 State
St., is her favorite place to visit because she thinks it has the best food
in town.
“It really doesn’t feel like I’ve
been to Bowling Green unless I
go,” she said.
She said she doesn’t always order the same thing at Mariah’s, but
her favorite is the fried mushroom
appetizer.
■ Nashville resident Steve Hopper, who graduated in 2005, said

he thinks Mariah’s welcomes everyone from bankers and lawyers
to average college students.
“The staff and homey feel at Mariah’s sticks out to me,” he said.
Hopper also has fond memories
of Froggy’s, at 1265 College St.
He said Froggy’s has evolved a lot
over the years. It used to be called
Baker Boys.
“I kind of grew up with it,” he
said. “It’s the quintessential campus pub.”
■ Ameerah Cetawayo, who graduated in 2005 and now lives in Albany, N.Y., said she loves Chaney’s
Dairy Barn, at 9191 Nashville
Road.
She said she sometimes buys it
for her New York friends and her
family who live in Louisville.

Cetawayo said Chaney’s Dairy
Barn became her favorite place
in Bowling Green during her senior year at Western. Then, as a
business reporter for the Bowling
Green Daily News, the owners became some of her favorite people
to interview.
“Chaney’s is an awesome force
of tasty food and Kentucky Proud
products,” Cetawayo said.
■ Owensboro resident Laura Mathis, a 1985 graduate, said she likes
to look over the city of Bowling
Green from Van Meter Hall on
campus.
“From up there, usually around
homecoming time, it is beautiful
to look out over the city, “ Mathis said. “I feel so comfortable up
there.”

From up there,
usually around
homecoming time,
it is beautiful to
look out over
the city. I feel
so comfortable
up there.”
—LAURA MATHIS
Owensboro resident
1985 graduate
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Spirit Masters welcome alumni

Police plan for crowd

By TARA BILBY

By TABITHA WAGGONER

news@chherald.com

During Homecoming week, Western’s
guests are treated to a parade, tailgating, a
pep rally and more.
At these events are Spirit Masters trying
to make alumni and guests feel at home?
Spirit Masters are ambassadors of Western
and serve to assist the administration,
alumni and community at functions on and
off campus, according to the Spirit Masters
Web site.
Their role for Homecoming week includes
making all guests feel welcomed and assisting
them with directions, said Spirit Master Sara
Puckett, a senior from Winchester.
While the Spirit Masters stay busy
throughout the year, Homecoming is an
exceptionally busy week, she said.
Other events the Spirit Masters attend
include luncheons and reunions.
Spirit Masters are trained early in the year
to ensure all campus guests feel welcomed,

Puckett said. Not much preparation goes
into Homecoming week besides reviewing
information on honored guests attending the
luncheons and dinners, she said.
One of the main Homecoming events
is the luncheon where alumni who have
accomplished great things are inducted
into the Hall of Distinguished Alumni, said
Scottsville senior John-Mark Francis, who’s
also a Spirit Master.
Their duty at the luncheon is to greet
alumni as they come in and make them feel
at home, he said.
In addition to attending such events, Spirit
Masters give tours to alumni and prospective
students, said Bowling Green senior Monique
Braun, who’s a Spirit Master.
“Homecoming is a celebration of the spirit
of Western, and it is an exciting time for us to
be able to participate in the week,” she said.
“As the student ambassadors of Western,
fulfilling our obligations to this community
requires dedication, and we proudly work as
a team to serve our university.”

news@chherald.com

Though many students and alumni will
take time off to tailgate or party this weekend,
the campus police won’t be taking a break
to see who wins Homecoming Queen.
Campus police will be busy making sure
all aspects of Homecoming are covered,
said Maj. Mike Wallace, field operations
commander for campus police.
Some officers will be in the stadium for
crowd control, he said. Others will be outside
in charge of traffic control. Intersections must
be blocked, crowds must be controlled, and
regular patrols must still take place.
Campus police are used to the
Homecoming event, Wallace said. After all,
the event comes every year.
“We don’t consider that anything
unusual,” he said.
Campus police have to be prepared for
last-minute scheduling, Wallace said.
Homecoming events’ details often aren’t

ironed out until the events get closer, he said.
Different groups request police presence
for Homecoming week, Wallace said.
Homecoming can be taxing on officers
because they have to work overtime, Patrol
Commander Kerry Hatchett said.
He’s in charge of patrol scheduling
during Homecoming.
Although officers must work overtime with
events such as Homecoming, Wallace said the
police department has enough staff to do it.
But as Western has more large-scale
events, such as this year’s state high school
football championships, the police force
will need to be expanded, he said.
Wallace said he requested four more
officers through stimulus package money,
but he hasn’t heard anything about it
yet.
He requested grant money totaling
$883,680 to add workers, according to a
document provided by Richard Bowker,
vice president for research and dean of
graduate studies.

owned by wes carter since 2001

Classes for the Spring 2010 term are:

08857 RE 170C, Essentials of Real Estate, T 5:30 to 8:15 P.M. Duncan
28943 RE 170C, Essentials of Real Estate, W 5:30 to 8:15 P.M. Morgan
19946 RE 273C, Real Estate Law, M 5:30 to 8:15 P.M. Duncan
28942 RE 278C, Property Management R, 5:30 to 8:15 P.M. Duncan
w w w. C a r t e r s Ta t t o o C o m p a n y. c o m
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Kappas celebrate 40th anniversary
By MARY BARCZAK
news@chherald.com

When one young man went
to a Rush party at Western in the
1960s, he was turned away by a
white Greek fraternity because of
the color of his skin.
The man, Howard Bailey, is
now vice president of Student
Affairs.
After his rejection, he founded
the first traditionally black Greek
fraternity at Western — Kappa
Alpha Psi — in May 1969.
At the age of 21, he was the
youngest member of the chapter
and was elected president.
Forty years later, Kenneth
Thomas, a senior from Lansing,
Mich., now holds that position.
In honor of their 40th
anniversary this year, the
Kappas will have a welcomeback reception for their alumni
members on Friday and a banquet
and awards ceremony on Sunday
to honor members’ special
achievements.
They can celebrate 40 years
thanks to Bailey and others who
worked to get Kappa Alpha Psi
on campus.
After his rejection in the ‘60s,
Bailey and a handful of other black
students wanted to have their own
organization to help them form
relationships and do service.
The
group
petitioned
administrators to start an
organization, but they were
turned down, he said.
Administrators told them they
didn’t have enough people to start
a fraternity, so the group decided
to form a club instead, Bailey
said.
He said for the most part
the black students at Western
were athletes, and the majority
of
Western
officials
and
administrators at the time were
white.

“They didn’t want us to have
one, and they didn’t want us
there,” he said.
In the fall of 1967, the Kappa
Que Club was formed. The group
was active in community service
and participated in campus
events. Bailey served as the club’s
president.
But he still hadn’t given up on
having a fraternity of his own.
With a friend’s guidance,
he successfully petitioned the
national Kappa headquarters
and Western administrators to
establish a local chapter.
In the fall 1968, Kappa Alpha
Psi had its first pledge class at
Western, made up of some Kappa
Que Club members.
“To be a fraternity on campus
meant to us that we had a new
identity, a new pride, opportunity
to take advantage of internal
training that the national fraternity
offered — leadership.”
Forty years later, Thomas
and others get to enjoy the
brotherhood that Bailey and other
Kappa founders started.
Thomas was raised in a military
family and came to Western never
expecting to be involved with
Greek Affairs, he said. No one in
his family was a Greek.
But he was drawn to Kappa
Alpha Psi’s leadership and
achievements.
Alumni of Western’s chapter
include Erik Jenkins, head coach
for men’s track and field; Michael
Crowe, director of Judicial
Affairs; the Rev. Earl Jackson,
pastor of New Bethel Baptist
Church in Bowling Green, and
John Moore, associate professor
of teacher education.
Moore was in the fraternity
from 1977 to 1980. He said his
membership motivated him to
achieve some of his feats, such
as working on his doctorate at the
University of Kentucky to become

ALBERT CESARE/HERALD

This year marks the 40th anniversary of Kappa Alpha Psi at Western. Howard Bailey, left, vice president of Student Affairs, was the ﬁrst president of Kappa Alpha Psi while Kenneth Thomas, right, a senior from Lansing, Mich., is its current
president.

a leader in his field and running for
president of the National Council
for the Social Studies.
“My roots in Kappa Alpha Psi
helped me to achieve in those
ways later on in life,” he said.
Moore said he was drawn to
the organization’s priorities of
community service and individual
achievement. He said he’s still
involved with the fraternity’s
national chapter and will continue
to be.
Moore said the group regularly
engaged in events to raise money
for St. Jude Children’s Research

Hospital, the Kappas’ national
philanthropy, when he was a
member at Western.
Thomas said the fraternity
is carrying on the tradition of
community service.
In the past two years, members
have worked with local and national
organizations including the March
of Dimes Foundation, the Housing
Authority of Bowling Green, the
Boys & Girls Club of Bowling
Green and St. Jude, he said.
Amelia
Miller,
program
director of the Boys & Girls
Club of Bowling Green, said the

Kappas regularly work with the
children there.
“They are very good with
them,” she said. “They are also
very involved with all of the
programs that we have running.”
Thomas said being a Kappa has
had a great impact on his life.
“I try to embody our motto
— achievement in every field
of human endeavor — as much
as I can,” he said. “I hope to
be able to continue pushing our
members to be future leaders, so
it’s carried on for the next forty
years.”
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W-Club gives
athletes chance
to reminisce
By SARAH HYMAN
sports@chherald.com

BEN SEVERANCE/HERALD

Members of the Big Red Marching Band’s riﬂe line, including Alvaton sophomore Austin Thomas, center, prepare for the Homecoming halftime show on Wednesday. Thomas joined the color guard this year but has been spinning riﬂes for four years.

Band produces 'Heroes'
By ERIN KENNEY
diversions@chherald.com

Through sickness and in rain, the
Big Red Marching Band has practiced
in preparation for their Homecoming
halftime show, themed “Super Heroes.”
“The field becomes lakes,”
Owensboro sophomore Shaun Baxley
said. “We have practiced up to our
ankles in water.”
Baxley is a trumpet player.
“Super Heroes” is comprised of
three well-known pieces: the themes
from popular super hero movies “The
Fantastic Four,” “Batman” and “The
Incredibles.” Baxley said playing
tunes that the fans know keeps them
at their seats during halftime, whereas
novel tunes might cause disinterest.

Though the “Super Heroes”
halftime show is performed often,
Baxley said the band doesn’t grow
weary of it.
In addition to the halftime
performance, The Topper Walk is a
pre-game parade in which the band
precedes the football team down the
Avenue of Champions as fans watch
and cheer from the sidewalks.
“It gives good encouragement,”
Baxley said about the faithful fans.
But the parade isn’t the only part
that makes the homecoming show
different.
They also sometimes use music to
change the mood of the crowd.
“There are times when morale
can be depleted,” said Russellville
freshman Samuel Tinch, a trumpet

player. “We can boost the morale,
especially during halftime.”
And during homecoming, school
spirit is often high.
Allen Kennedy, a 2006 Western
graduate, who was a part of the
marching band for four years, recalled
the best part of homecoming.
“The team spirit, that feeling,”
Kennedy said. “That Big Red spirit.”
To boost that spirit, they play "Stand
Up and Cheer Fanfare” after practices.
“It pumps people up in a school
pride sort of way,” Tinch said.
Members of the marching band said
they are ready for the show and excited
to play for the team and the fans.
“The band is really stoked,”
Baxley said. “It could be our best
performance.”

For more than 80 years,
a group of former Western
athletes has used the Saturday
of Homecoming week to
reconnect with and honor
their former teammates and
peers.
The W-Club, which
has about 350 members,
holds its annual meeting
during a brunch before
the Homecoming football
game every year, current
President Delane Simpson
said.
“I think a lot of people
would be surprised by
how close a lot of these
athletes
are,”
Simpson
said. “Obviously, most of
them didn’t compete for the
same teams or even in the
same decades, but there’s a
connection. It’s really a great
event.”
The group originally
met for dinner after each
Homecoming
football
game, but the tradition
evolved into a 10 a.m.
brunch at Diddle Arena
after the facility opened in
1963, he said.
Though
the
annual
meeting serves as a reunion
for club members, it’s also
used to induct former athletes
into Western’s Athletics Hall
of Fame.
This year's class consists
of Chris Ridler, who was a
five-time all-American for
the men’s cross country and
track teams from 1973 to
1976, and Willie Taggart,
a two-time all-American
quarterback who competed

from 1995 to 1998.
Donald Smith, assistant
vice president of the Alumni
Association,
said
the
induction ceremony is one of
the most moving moments of
the weekend.
“To see all these athletes
who used to compete here,
who know how difficult
college athletics can be, and
they’re coming together to
honor another athlete —
that’s special,” Smith said.
“That’s a great moment.”
Simpson, who played
football for Western from
1955 to 1958, said former
athletes pay annual dues
that are between $50 and
$500 for varying levels of
membership.
Dues are used to pay for
letter jackets for current
student athletes, the Athletics
Hall of Fame and small
upgrades to athletic facilities
or equipment, secretary Paul
Just said.
In
return,
members
receive admission to the
brunch, priority to purchase
tickets to both regular season
home games and postseason
games for football and men’s
and women’s basketball,
a quarterly newsletter and
entrance to the recentlycompleted W-Club Room in
Diddle Arena.
“Most of them can
remember what it was like
to be able to practice with
new equipment or get that
first letter jacket,” Just said.
“It’s a contribution that a lot
of former athletes are more
than willing to make. They
want these kids to have that
experience.”
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Friends, groups support queen candidates
By KATHERINE WADE
diversions@chherald.com

When the Homecoming Queen
candidates walk onto the field
Saturday night, a couple of crazy
weeks of preparation, campaigning
and appearances will be behind
them.
Thankfully, so will their best
friends.
“From the moment Lindsey got
nominated, I became a publicist, a
stylist, a hair dresser, a make-up
artist and a therapist,” said Amanda
Duckworth, a Versailles senior
who has been helping Kappa Delta
candidate Lindsey Houchin.
Before the big night, candidates
campaign and attend various events
through the week.
Cincinnati junior Rae Daniel,
the Residence Hall Association
candidate, said she has gotten strong
support from her hall directors and
fellow resident assistants at Hugh
Poland Hall.
“They put computers at the
entrance of the dorm so people
could vote,” she said. “The support
has been amazing.”
Versailles
junior
Lesley
Greenwell is making sure her
friend, Honors College candidate
Nikki Deese, is prepared.
“Nikki’s a busy person — all
these candidates are,” she said.
“But they need moral support. That
is what a best friend is supposed to
do.”
Greenwell caught mononucleosis
at the beginning of the week. But it
didn’t stop her from helping Deese, a
junior from Franklin, Tenn.
“I Skyped with her while
working on picking out her outfit
and working through some practice
interview questions,” Greenwell
said.
Creating posters was a large part
of campaigning.
Houchin, a Bowling Green
senior, said the night before she
got her picture taken, she and

CODY DUTY/HERALD

Cincinnati junior Rae Daniel, right, claps with friends and hallmates, from left to right, Florence sophomore Alexa Langley; Kristin Smith, a sophomore from Carmel, Ind., and Bedford sophomore Ashleigh Miller as she laughs at one of her responses during a practice interview session. Daniel is representing the Residence
Hall Association in the 2009 Homecoming race.

Duckworth were in her bedroom
looking at potential outfits.
“She was trying everything
of hers on, and I started to go in
my closet and pull things out,”
Duckworth said. “There was this
one really ugly grandma jacket
and she said, ‘I am not wearing
that.’”
Houchin said they finally
narrowed down the massive
wardrobe to five choices.

“But at the last minute, I chose
to wear the jacket that we had
initially vetoed,” Houchin said.
“We laughed it off.”
Campaigning also meant making
Facebook groups and spreading the
word to different organizations.
Duckworth said it was hard
to pinpoint one reason Houchin
should win.
“She is all about Western,”
she said. “She’ll tell you she was

born and raised with a red towel in
hand.”
Once
Homecoming
week
began, candidates had events daily,
including community service at the
Salvation Army.
“When I think of Homecoming
Queen, I think of helping other
people,” Daniel said. “Whoever
does become queen becomes an
asset not only to Western but to the
Bowling Green community.”

TopNet was only open for voting
on Tuesday.
“I think the nerves are starting
to set in now,” Duckworth said.
“We’re all nervous, anxious,
excited and happy.”
Houchin said Duckworth has
been an invaluable friend.
“I would say we’re inseparable,”
she said. “But the truth is that we
can exist without each other. We
just prefer not to.”
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Bookstore stocks up,
begins postcard program
By MANDY SIMPSON
news@chherald.com

Western alumni who don’t
make it to Homecoming
this year may get mailbox
reminders that they were
missed.
The University Bookstore
and Alumni Center staff have
teamed up to give visiting
alumni the opportunity to
send a snail-mail shout-out
called “The Nostalgia Card”
to friends who couldn’t
make the yearly pilgrimage
to the Hill, said Jennifer
Wethington, annual fund
assistant director.
The bookstore will also be
fully stocked for all those in
attendance for Homecoming.
On Saturday, alumni can
drop by the bookstore where
Wethington will use the
Alumni Center’s database
of about 84,000 mailing
addresses to look up friends
that Homecoming guests may
have lost touch with since
college. Guests can then
personalize the wish-youwere-here-themed postcards,
and Wethington will send
them.
“We’re really hoping this
will encourage others to come
back and participate,” she
said. “They’ll say, ‘Hey, did
you know so-and-so was at
Homecoming this year? Let’s
meet up there next year.’”
The Nostalgia Card itself
may help alumni connect
with their past with its image
of students in Buddy Holly
glasses and beehive hairdos
hollering for the Hilltoppers,
Bookstore
Advertising
Associate Lacey Jackson
said.

“It’s not a piece of
advertising,” she said. “It’s
really trying to be, ‘Hey,
this is a note one alumni is
sending to another.’”
The
bookstore
and
alumni staff will provide
the postcard, database usage
and postage for free, and
visitors are welcome to take
a few postcards for personal
souvenirs, Jackson said.
Current students are also
welcome to send postcards
to family members and
friends, but since this is The
Nostalgia Card’s debut, a
limited number of postcards
will be available.
She said they’re ordering
about 500 postcards to see
what kind of response they
get.
Wethington said she hopes
the postcard will help alumni
reconnect not only with each
other, but with Western.
“It’s
mostly
about
just keeping connections
with your alma mater and
continuing that WKU spirit,
that famous ‘the spirit makes
the master,’” she said.
The bookstore will also
have a lot of merchandise
to
help
Homecoming
participants sport that
spirit, Bookstore Director
Shawna Cawthorn said.
In
preparation
for
Homecoming, University
Bookstore
workers
unpacked more than
130 boxes of the usual
Western apparel —
T-shirts, sweatshirts,
sweatpants, polos.
But a red, pointy
hat also peaked above the
packages.
Cawthorn
expects

a ceramic creature that
bookstore staff call “Glover
Gnome” to be one of the
Homecoming’s hot items, she
said.
“He’s going to be a lot
of fun,” she said about the
garden gnome.
The one-foot-tall Glover
in a red football jersey
and Western hat, holding a
football costs $27.99.
Cawthorn said one factor
will determine which other
items are popular among
homecomers.
“Crazy as it may sound,
it’s always dependent on the
weather,” she said.
On cold Homecomings,
blankets, coats and sweatshirts
rake in the most money,
Cawthorn said. But when
it’s warm, T-shirts, tank-tops
and sandals are the biggest
sellers.
But come snow,
showers or sunshine,
Cawthorn said the
bookstore will be
ready on Saturday.
“We try to
have something
for everyone,”
she said.

The drink is on us!*
With fresh food, quick service, and prices that will
make mom happy, how could you go wrong?
For a full menu go to www.BakerBrosDeli.com
*with purchase of a meal. Wi-Fi available.

(next to Rafferty’s)
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(Above) Kappa Delta sisters Tierney
Coman, an Atlanta freshman, and
Skylar Phaup, a Madisonville freshman,
share a moment on Wednesday while
making decorations for the Kappa
Delta and Pi Kappa Alpha ﬂoat for the
Homecoming parade.
(Left) The baseball team warms up
before practice on Wednesday for
three Homecoming intrasquad games
this weekend. The team plays on
Thursday, Friday and Saturday.
(Far left) Nashville freshman Kelsey
Quiambao, vice president of Minton’s
hall council, helps decorate Minton’s
lobby for Homecoming on Wednesday.
ALEX SLITZ/HERALD

CHRIS WILSON/HERALD

